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Attached is the article that we discussed at the National Pres. Club a few weeks ago. It will 
not be officially available until the end of the week, but I wanted to send you a copy ahead of 
time. 

I am in Florida visiting clinics today, but I will be back in the office after 1 PM tommorrow. 
please feel free to call me at any time to discuss this or any other matter. 
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Medicine adds to debate on late~term abortio11 
ACOG draws fire for 
saying procedure.'may' 
be best option for some 

81 Dbne M_ Gianelli . 
A!1NEWS STAFF 

WASHINGTON - As Congress and 
state legislatures' consider banning a 
procedure opponents call "partial birth" 
abortion, 'the medical community is 
conduclin~ its own appraisal of this 
contrwelSlal late-term abortion proce-
due. . 

The American College of Obstetri
cians and Gynecotogi'ts weighed in 
with an opinion from its Executive 
Board in January. saying it could identi
fy"no circumstances under whic~ this 
procedure would be the only option to 
save the life of the mother or preserve 
the health of the woman," 

It added, however, that the procedure, 
which ACOG called int.ct dilalior, an:! 
extractior. (D&X) .nd others c.1l inlact 
dilation and evacuation (D&E). "may be 

See ACOG, page 51 

Ph"'" by Kutn &!Iud 

'The pro-choice ,""velllonl hu lost. JOlo/credibility duriag Ihi. deb.,., noljust 
with tire gtlurllf public, but with our pro-clloice/ritnd$ in Congress: raYl Ron 
Firuimmons. txecut":e direclor 81tlle Natronal Coflirion of Abortion ProlJidus. 

Abortion rights leader 
urges end to 'half truths' 

81 01.". M. Gbnel~ 
A!1NEWS STAff 

WASHINGTON - Breaking unks 
witb his colleague, in the .bortion 
ri,bts movement, the leader of one 
prominent abortioo provider group is 
calling for a more truthful debate in the 
ongoing battle over whether to ban, 
cootroversial latc-terrn .bOllio. proce· 
dure, 

In fact, Ron Fitzsimmons, execulive 
director of the Nation!! Coalition of 
Abortion ProvidelS, said he would 
rather not spend his political capital 
defending the procedure 8t .11. There is 
precious little popular support for ii, h. 
says, and a federal ban would have 
.1000st no real-~'orld impact on the 
physicia", who perform late-term abor· 
tions or palients who seek them. 
- "The pro-choice movemenl has lost a 
lot of credibility during this debate. not 
just with the general publi', but with 

See ABORTION LEADER, page 54 
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ACOG 
Continued/rom preceding page 
he said, allowed Ih,m Ihe chance to 
ha"" anotber baby. 

Opp·onenls of Ihe procedure asserl, 
howev,r, that Ihe claim is without med· 
ical merit, and ·note that one of the five 
women at Clinton's ,eto ceremony had fj,., miscarriages aner her intact D&E. 
Th, procedure, opponents say, is poten
lially risky and actually contr.indic.led 
for ferlility enhancement. 

Late·term abo'tlo~ options 
A better option, they maintain, is to 

deLver Ih, f,lus by induelion. using 

Abortion leader 
Conlinuedjrom page J 
our pro-choice friends in Congres.," 
Fitzsimlnons sa id. "Even t\ e Wh ite 
1I0u,e i. now queSiioning the accuracy 
of some of the information given to It 
on this issue ," 

He ciled prominent abortion rights 
supporters such as the Washington 
Posr's Richard Cohen, who took the 
movement to task for .providing inaccu· 
rate informalion on the procedure. 
Those pressing to ban the Inethod call it 
"partial birth" abortion, while those 
who perform it rerer to it as Uilltaa" 

dilation and extraction (D&X) or dila
tion aDd evacuation (D&E). 

What abortion rights supporters 
failed to acknowledge, Fitzsimmons 
said, is that Ihe vast m.jorily of lIlese 
abortions arc performed in the 20-plu. 
week range· on bealthy fetu.es and 
healtby mOlhers. "The abortion rights 
folks know it, the anti-aborti.n folks 
know it, and so, probably, does every
one else," be said 

He knows it, he says. because whe. 
the bill to ban it came down Ihe pike, h. 
called around until he found doctorl 
who did them. 

'~] learned right away that this wa; 
being done ror Ihe most pari in case; 

Ihat did not invol'e thos< e)(lteme cir
cumstances," he said. 

The National Abortion Federation'. 
Vicki Sa porta acknowledged th .. "the 
numbe", are 8reater Ihan we inilially 
eSlimal(d." 

k. for Ihe reasons, Sa porta said, 
"WomeR have abortions pre-viability for 
reasons that they deem appropriate. And 
Congress· .hould not be delermining 
whal are appropriale reasons in that 
period of lime. Those deci,ions can only 
be made by women in consulution with 
their doctOls." 

Bill's reintroduction expec.ted 
Rep. Charles Can,dy (R. fl •. ) is 

proslaglandin Or pitoein to ripen the .-___________________________________________ _ 

cervix and induce la' or. Fe!us demise 
can be induced beforehand. 

Some also que,lion Ihe necessity of 
killing the fetus Ihrough brain suction 
or any other method if it has, condilion 
incompatible with life and soggesl it is 
"more human," 10 have the physician 
induce lab" and let the child die n1tu
rally. -

Critics also say turning the fetus to a 
breech position can cause amniotic fiuid 
embolism, placental abruption or utero 
ine rupture, 

ADd they maintain thai the forcible 
dilation necessary to prepare the 
women's cervix for 1he procedure risks 
cre~ting an "incompetent cervix." wtich 
could prevent a women from carrying 
future pregnancies to lerm, 

Diana Grosshe:m, from lIun:ington 
Beach. Calif" may be one of those 
women. Grossheim had an intact D&E 
in 1995. She now has an incompetent 
cervix. 

When Grossheim's almost 21·w:ek·old 
ferus died in ulero, she said her physitian 
told her she had 111'0 choi,.,: labor, 
which was described ... up to 48 tout> of 
lorture, or intact IJ&E, which her doelor 
destribed as "more merciful." 

Gros.heim said the procedure was 
"three days of pure hell" - both pbysi. 
cal and meotal. 

~h.r h~rI tf'l <:H'IV in ~ l1rl1,,' :mil 'IT" h.,,..,, 

'.'L.'· .' ", ,:r 
A T~""·~· 
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expected 10 reintmdoce legislation thi, 
month to ban Ihe procedure. 

Those supporting the bill, which was 
also introduced in the Senate, inevitably 
evoke winces by graphically describing 
the procedure, which usually involves 
Ih. extr.ction of an intact fetus, Ceel 
first, through the birth canal, witb all 
but tbe head delivered. The physician 
then forces a sharp instrument into Ihe 
bOle of tbe skull and uses suction to 
remove the brain. The procedure is usu· 
ally done in the 20· to 24· week range, 
Ihough some providers do them at later 
gc ~tat ions. 

Abort ion ri ghts activists tri ed 10 com· 
bat the images with those of their own, 

,bowin~ the faces and telling tbe stories 
of parucululy vulnerable women who 
have had the procedure. They ha", con· 
sistcnlly claimed it is done only when 
the woman" Ii Ie is 

to the mnther before the eXCraclion even 
bogins. 

The American Sotiety of Aneslhesiol
ogists debun~ed the latter claim, calling 

it 'entirely inaecu,' 
.\ risk or the fdus 
has a condilion 
incompatible with 
life. And the nnm
bers· are small, 
they said, only SOO 
10 6aO a yen. 

'The real-world impact 
[of a ban] on doctors and 
patients is Virtually nil: 

rate." And 
activists' claims 
aboullbe numbers 
and reasons have 
been discredited 
by Ihe vcry doc· 
lors who do the 
procedures. In 

Fitzsimmons says. 
Furthermore, 

they said. the fetus 
doesn't die. viole oily from the traoma to 
Ihe skull 01 Ihe suctiooing of Ihe brain, 
but peacefully from lhe 8t1eslhesi. gi'en 

published inter· 
view! with such newspapers a. Ameri
Cdn Medical News. rh, II17shinglon Posl 
•• d The Rec~rd. a Bergen \ounty, N.l, 

newsp'per, doctors who use the tech
nique acknowledged doing thousands of 
such procedures a yeu. They aha said 
Ihe majority are done on heallhy fetuses 
and healthy women. 

The New Jersey paper reported last 
fan Ihat physicians alone facilily per· 
form an estimated 3,OOa aborlions a 
year on fetuses between 20 and 24 
weeks, of which al leasl half are by 
iolact D&E. One of the doclors was 
quoted ,as saying, "We have an oeca· 
sional amnio abnormality, but it's a 
toinuseule amounl. Most are Medicaid 
patients ... and rnosl arc for elective, 
not medical rCllsons: ~eople who didn', 
St. ABORTION LEADER, next page 
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Abortion leader 
Continued from preceding page 
realize, or didn'l care, now far aloRg 
they ""ere." 

A Wa$hin~tcn Post investigation 
turned up simIlar findings. 

'Spins and nall·truths' 
Fitzsimmons says it's time for his 

movement to back away from the 
"spins'· and Hhalf-truths." He does n-ot 
think ab~rtion righls advocates should 
ever apolo~ize for performing the pro· 
cedure, wblcb is whit he thinks they are 
dcing by highlighting only the eXlreme 

cases. 
"I tlIink we should lell them the lruth, 

lei them vole and move 00," he said. 
Charlotte Taft, tbe former director of 

'a Dallas abortion clinic who provides 
abortion counseling ncar Santa Fe, 
N.M., is one of several abortion rights 
activists ""ho sbare many of Fitzsim· . 
mons' concens, 

"We're in a cultur. wbere tw~ of the 
mosl frightening Ihings for Americans 
are sexuality and death. And here'! 
abortion. It combines the two,H Taft 
said. 

She agrees wilh Fitzsimmons that a 
debate on the isstte should be straight· 
forward. "I think we should put il' on 

Ihe table and say, 'OK, this is woat 
we're talking aboul: When.is il OK to 
end these lives? When is it IIOt? Who's 
in cbarge? How do we do it?' These "e 
bard questions, and yet if we don't race 
Ihem In Ihlll kind of a respoosible way, 
then we're stiD having Ibe same con .. 
versations we were havins 20. years 
19O:' 

Fitzsimmons thbIcs his colleagues in 
the movemenl shouldn'l have taken on 
the fight in the firs! place. A better bet, 
he said, would have been "to roll oyer 
and play dead, the way tbe right·to·lif
ers do witb rape and incest." Federal 
legislation barring Medioaid abortion 
funding makes exception, tb save the 

life of the mother and in tbose two 
cases. 

Fitzsimmons cites bOlh political and 
practical reasons for ducking tbe fight 
"We're fighting a bill that Aas the sup· 
pert of, wha~ 72% of the public? That 
tells me that we have a FR problem," he 
said, pointing out that several rnomben 
of Congress who nonnally support 
abortion rights voted to ban the proce
dure the I •• t time the m.asure was can· 
sidered. 

FlOm a practical point of view, it also 
"wasn't worth going to the mat on .... I 
don't ree.l! talking 10 any doclor who 
said, 'Ron you 'YO gol to save us on Ih is 
one. They can'l otttlaw this. It'd be terri· 
ble.' No one said Ihat." 

He added that "Ihe real-world impact 
on doctors and patients is virtually nil." 
.ooctors would centinue to see the same 
palienls, using an alternative aborlion 
m<lhod. 

In fact, many of them already do a 
variation on I~e intact D&E Ihal would 
be compl.tely legal. even if the bill 10 
ouUaw "p"lial birth" abortions passed. 
In thai varialion, the physician make, 
sure the fetus ;s dead befoTif extracting 
it 'from the birth canal. The bill would 
ban only tho,. procedures in which a 
Ii" fetu, is partially .. ginall)' deliv· 
ered. 

Lee Carharl, MD, a Bellevue, Neb., 
physician. said lasl year that he bad 
done about 5.000 inlact D&E" about 
I ,000 during th, pasl two Y''''. He 
induces fetal deat, b)' injecting digoxin 
or lidocaine into Ihe felal sac n hours 
before Ihe fetus is eXlracled. 
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Damage control 
Fitzsimmons also questions whether a 

ban On an abortion procedure would 
survive constitutional challenge. In any 
event, he concludes that the way the 
debate was fought by his side "did seri
ous harm" to tbe image of abortion 
providers. 

"When you're a doctor who does 
these abortIons and the leaders of your 
mOvement appear before Congress and 
go on network news and say these pro
cedures are done iu only the most tragic 
of circumstances, how do you think it 
makes you feel? You kuow tbey're pri
marily done on healthy women and 
h~Ahhy f~tuses, and it makes: you 'toe1 
like a dirty little abortionist with a dirty 
little secret." 

Saporta says her group never intended 
to send this message to doctors. 

"We believe that abortion prOViaeI$ 
are in fact mali8:ned and we work 24 

. hours a day to try to make tbe public 
and others understand that these ArC) 
heroes who are saving women's lives on 
a daily basis," she said. 

When Fit2:simmons criticites his 
movement for its handlina: of this issue~ 
he points the finger at himself first. In 
November 1995. he \Va!: interview~d by 
"Nightlin." and. in his own words, 
"lied," telling the reporter that women 
had these abortion!> only in the most 
extreme circumstances of life endanger, 
ment or fetal anomaly. 

Although much of his interview land
ed on the cutting room floor, "it was not 
a shining mOment for me peuonally:' he 
said. 

A fter that, he slayed out of the 
debate. 

Don't get 'sidetracked' by specifics 
While Fit~$immons is one of the few 

abortion rights activists openly ques
~ioning how the debate played out, it is 
tlcar he was not alone in knowing the 
facts that surround the procedure. 

At a National Abonion Federation 
meeting held in San Francisco last year, 
Kathryn Kohlbert. one of the chief 
architects or the movc:ment', oppo3ition 
See ABORTION LEA DER. facing page 
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Abortion leader 
Con linued from facing page 
Ie Ihe bill, discu$sed it candidly. 

Kohlbert, vice presi<lenl of the New 
York·based Center for Reproductive 
Law and Policy, urged those attending 
the s.ssion not to get "sidetracked" by 
their opponent's efforts to gel them to 
discuss the specifics of the procedtl'e. 

"I urge 'incredible restraint here, to 
focus on your message and stiCk to it, 
because otherwise we'll get creamed," 

abortions, which are far femr in num
ber than taos. dene in the late second 
trimester md more frequently done for 
re.som offetal anomaly. 

When the debate shifts back to "clec
tive" abortions done in the 2()- to 24-
we,k .ange, the movement's response 
has been to assert tint tbose abortions 
are completely ']e~al and the fetuses are 
considered upre"vlabJc." 

In keeping with tbis strategy, Sen. 
Thomas Daschle (D, S.D.), plans to 
introduce a bill b.nning third-trime.ter 
abortions. Clinton, who recei,ed an 

Regardless of procedure type, the public sees 'a distinc
tion betweenjirst-trimester and second-trimester abor
tions: an ethicist says. The law doesn't, but people do.' 

Kohlbertlold the grocp. 
"I f lhe debate is whtther the fetul 

feels pain, we lose. If the deb.t. in the 
public arena is wha!'. tbe effect of anes· 
th.sia, we'll lose. If the debat' h 
whether or not women ()ughllo be enti· 
lied to late ailorlioD, we probailly will 
lo,e. 

"But if the debate is on tbe circum· 
stances of indi vieJual women ... an<l th' 
government shouldn ~ be making those 
decisions, then Ilhink w, can win these 
fights," she said. 

Public reaction 
The abortion rights movement's 

newest sttatety 'in fighling efforts to 
ban the procedure is to try to narrow the 
focus of the debate to Ihird-trimesler 

enormous ameunt of heat for vetoing 
the "partial birth" abortion ban, hs 
a1re.dy indicated he would support such 
• bill. 

But critics counter thai Daschle's pro
posed ban - with its "health" excep
tion - would slop few, if any, abor
lions. 

"The Clinton-Daschle proposal is 
constructed to protect pro.choice politi
cians, not to save any babies," said Dou
&1 as Johnson, legislative director of the 
National Right to Life Commillee. 

Given Ihe broad, biparlisan congres
sional SUpeOrl for the bill to ban "pu
tial birth abortions last year, it's 
unlikely Daschle's pr0j>0sal would 
diminish support for the bill this session 
- particularly when Republicans con-

trol b()th bouses and therefore, the agen
da. 

And 8iven the public reaction to t~e 
"partial birth" procedure - polls indi
cate a large majoIity want to ban it -
som, question. a.cul: II the public 
reaction really to the procedure, or to 
hte-Ierm a~orlions in general? And 
does the public really make a distinction 
between late seoond- and third-trimestu 
a~ortions1 

Ethicists George Annas, a bealth law 
professor at Boston Universily, and 
Carol A. Taner, PhD, a philosophy pro· 
fessor at Ihe College of St. Catherine in 
St. Paul, Minn., say they think the pub· 
lic's intense reaction to the "parli.1 
tlirth" abortion issue is probably due 
tnore 10 the public's discomrorl with 
laiC abonions in general, whelher they 
occur in the s<mnd or third trimesters. 
r.ther Ihan 10 just discomfort wilh • 
particular technique. 

If Congress decided 10 palS a bill 
banning dismembermenl or saline abo.
tions, the public would probably reacl 
the same way, Dr. Tauer said. "The idea 
of a ,"cond-trimesler felus being dis
membered in the womb sounds just 
about as bad." 

Abortions don't have to occur in the 
Ihird trimester to make people uncom
fortable, Annas said. In fact, be said, 
most Americans see lOa di.stinctioll 
b<lwccn first-llimeste. and second· 
trimester abortioDs. The law doesn't, but 
people do. And rightfully so." 

Aft.r 20 weeks or so, he added, the 
American public sees a baby. 

-rile American puillie's vision of Ihis 
may be much clearer th,n [Ihat of] th' 
physicians inlolved," Annas "j d. 
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